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consumer
Protection

How many times have we heard
about someone, especially an older per-
son, being cheated in a home improve-
ment experience by an unethical con-
tractor. In response to this problem
Representative Phyllis Pond (R-New
Haven) sponsored one of the best con-
sumer protection bills of the session.

H.B. 1207 makes it easier to prove
home improvement fraud and increases
the penalties for such conduct.

In the new law, fraud occurs when
the consumer makes a request for a
written warranty or a guarantee and the
contractor fails to do so. Likewise,
fraud happens if products used in the
home improvement work have been
diluted or modified, or if the contractor

falsely tells the consumer that a prior
contractor recommended the new con-
tractor to the consumer.

Giving an incorrect business address
or phone number is another example, as
isfalsely claiming to be licensed, certi-
fied or insured.

For all of us the message coming
from this new law effective July 1,

2006, is to always ask the prospective
contractor to provide a written war -
ranty, a phone number and to ask if
he or sheislicensed, certified or
insured and if the person has
obtained all the necessary per mits or
licenses befor e starting the work.
Doing so will give us greater protection
and make it easier to prosecute such
cases when necessary.

For more information you might call
the Consumer Protection Division of
the Attorney Genera’s office 1-800-
382-5516 or look at their web page
www.in.gov/attorneygeneral/consumer.

Improving
Neighborhoods

| have a story to tell about a new law that will benefit our
community. This law was enacted in large part due to the leader-
ship and persistence of a neighborhood organization in our dis-
trict. First, some background information.

Concerned about unsafe and abandoned buildings and their
harmful effect on our neighborhoods, | sponsored a 2003 law that
gives cities and community organizations more authority in deal-
ing with owners of such buildings and increased the penalty for
non-compliance.

Also in 2003, and in the previous year, | sponsored a compan-
ion bill to expedite (shorten) the time that owners of such build-
ings, who were delinquent in their
property tax payments, would have
to redeem them in a property tax
sale. The intent here was to reduce
the long delays in taking remedial
action on these problem properties.

These efforts plus one in 2005 were
unsuccessful.

Now the “Good News.” The bill to
permit the expedited tax sale for
abandoned buildings started in the Senate this year being co-
sponsored by Senators Tom Wyss (R-Ft. Wayne) and John Broden
(D-South Bend). It (S.B. 341) was easily approved in the Senate
only to be temporarily stalled in the House. Though not a spon-
sor of this year’s successful bill, I helped. However, the real stars
in this story were people from the Arsenal Heights Civic League,
NESCO and other concerned citizens.

They organized an effective rally and news conference on
March 3 that gained considerable attention and kept the issue
alive. They also continued to contact legislators. Along with a
few others, | visited Representative Ralph Ayres (R-Chesterton)
who then was agreeable to

add the language of S.B. 341
into his bill, H.B. 1102. Both
chambers approved and we
have a new law to address the
problem of abandoned build-
ings.

Thank you Arsenal Heights
and all those who helped
enact this important new law.

T.C. Howe High School/Academy

eing ateacher | always enjoy visiting
schoolsin the district. Hearing the views
of students and teachers provides valu-

able insights about both the progress and prob-
lems within our schools.

Let me briefly report on a recent encouraging
visit to Howe Academy, formerly Howe High
School. Many east siders were disappointed
when the original school closed in 1995. In 2000
it reopened as a middle school. Two years later a
decision was made to re-establish the high
school and also keep grades seven and eight on
the Howe campus.

Speaking with Ms. Silverman, the well-organ-
ized principal, and other staff members, | had
the impression that the school was headed in the
right direction and that with 1,200 students it
was quite manageable. The seniorsin Mr.
Dodd’'s American Government class are part of
the first graduating class of the new Howe
Academy and | spent some time with them.

The students were alert, participated in the
discussion, asked good questions and offered
possible solutions to some current issues. | urged
them to register and vote, to become activein
the community and to use their talent and energy
to improve our society.

It is my hope that the class of 2006, like so
many of the students before them in an earlier
era at Howe, will be a credit to their school and
make positive contributions to the community in
the years to come.

Rep. Day meets with Mr. Dodd’s American
Government class at Howe Academy.

Rep. Day discussing government issues at
Howe Academy.




